122     THE MEMOIRS OF COUNT WITTE
dormant countries of the Far East. Here, naturally enough, clashes
arose, not only among themselves, but with the native states, which
for thousands of years lived without any intercourse'with the rest of
the world and had developed their own culture. Given the technical
and military superiority of the Westerners, it is not difficult to fore-
tell the outcome of the conflict for those native states. Only those
countries will survive which, like Japan, will have speedily acquired
those achievements of European culture that are necessary for self-
defence; "the more inert countries will fall a prey to the powerful
invaders and will be divided up between them.
Such is the essence of the Far-Eastern problem. Accordingly, the
problem of each country concerned is to obtain as large a share as
possible of the inheritance of the outlived oriental states, especially
of the Chinese Colossus. Russia, both geographically and historically,
has the undisputed light to the lion's share of the expected prey. The
elemental movement of the Russian people eastward began under
Ivan the Terrible. Continuing ever since, it has lately stopped with
the occupation of the Kwantung peninsula. Obviously, neither this
territory nor Manchuria can be Russia's final goal. Given our enor-
mous frontier line with China and our exceptionally favourable situa-
tion, the absorption by Russia of a considerable portion of the Chi-
nese Empire is only a question of time, unless China succeeds in
protecting herself. But our chief aim is to see that this absorption
shall take place naturally, without precipitating events, without tak-
ing premature steps, without seizing territory, in order to avoid a
premature division of China by the Powers concerned, which would
deprive Russia of China's most valuable provinces.
From thi-s viewpoint, I insisted, the Manchurian problem
must be solved. I argued that after securing certain guar-
antees we must evacuate the province.
In July, 1903, it became a matter of urgent necessity to
come to a definite decision regarding the Manchurian situa-
tion. At the same time Japan renewed the negotiations
with us regarding the division of our respective spheres of
influence in Korea and Manchuria. Nevertheless, no
definite decision was taken. The situation remained in-
definite till the very beginning of the TW. That is -why
the war found us unprepared.